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63-year-old 1st lieutenant? It’ s not a joke!

Burnell loving
role with Ohio
Military Reserve

By 1st Lt. Shannon Scherer
179t Public Affairs Office

he 179" Airlift Wing has a 63
year-old first lieutenant running
around.

Thislieutenant retired from the 179"
AW in 1998 as a master sergeant, but
was just commissioned in June 2001.

Don't worry if you are confused, you
should be.

1L t. Elvin Burnel, acompany commander
intheOhio Military Reserve, isared-ded
lieutenant. “ Somepeoplethink I'mnot a
legitimete officer,” said Burndll. “But the
Ohio Military Resarveis subject to the same
rules and regulations as the Guard in the
state of Ohio.”

The Ohio Military Reserve, formedin
1803, reportsto the Adjutant General of
the state of Ohio and isgoverned by the
Ohio Uniformed Code of Military
Justice. The militiaassistsin disasters,
civil disturbances, convoys and
physical security of state property. In
times of state emergency the governor
can call upon the state militia to backfill
Guard members who may be federally
activated.

The militiais authorized 2,400
personnel and trains in a non-pay
status. Members are required to pull
similar military training time asthe
National Guard. If activated by the
governor, members of the militiareceive
pay equivalent to their militiamilitary
rank which is the same as the Guard.

Burnell, a state employeein the 179"
Security Forces Squadron, said alot of
people here at the base are confused by
the uniform he wears and capacity in
which he serves. Burnell retired from

1Lt. Elvin Burn€ll

security forcesin 1998, but in order
to maintain his state position, which
requires him to carry aweapon, he
still must be in military uniform.

“1 couldn’t be in the Guard
because | reached mandatory
retirement age,” he said. “But being
in the state militiafills that
requirement.”

Burndll joined the Ohio Navd Militia
in 1998, but soon discovered the Ohio
Army Militiawasmoresuitedfor his
background in security forces.

With specialized training in anti-
terrorism, interrogation,
investigations and security systems,
coupled with abackground in
industrial engineering and
leadership, Burnell made quite a
name for himself at the 179" and
throughout the nation. Histalents

did not go unnoticed by his
commandersin the militia.

In July 2001, Burnell found out he
was going to get adirect commission
and in early October he would become
the company commander for the 422
Military Police Support Company in
Mansfield. But hewas quick to note
that hisdirect commission did not
excuse him from attending Officer
Candidate School, something on his
calendar for this summer, nor did it
excuse him from a course load of work
similar to the Air Force’s CDCs.

Burnell said there are alot of
misconceptions about the Ohio
Military Reserve when in actuality
there are many similaritiesto the Guard.
He said he was surprised at how many
professionalsjoin the militiaand at the
dedication of everyoneinvolved to
adhere to military standards, customs
and courtesies.

“Many peopleinthe militiahave
prior service,” said Burnell. “Maybe
they retired from active duty and want
to continue to serve their state and
country. Some may have medical
problemsthat prevent them from being
in the Guard, but not in the militia. |
really couldn’t believe their dedication,
these people really do agood job.”

Burnell commands a company of 23
peopleranging in age from 18-55.
“Most of the people are older, but there
isavery diverse mix of individuals.”

Getting useto being a
commissioned officer after 33 yearsas
an enlisted airman has had its
challenges for Burnell, but he eagerly
accepts the challenge. In fact, by the
time he reaches age 67, mandatory
retirement age for the militia, he hopes
to be amajor and battalion commander.

“1"m very impressed with the people
of the Ohio Military Reserve,” said
Burnell. “They want to help their state
and country and without pay. They

really arethe ‘true patriots'.




